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slaves free in this State, on the fourth day of July,
1827, was read, which was succeeded by the reading
of the Declaration of Independence and delivery of
an oration by Mr. Steward. We have heard but one
opinion from several gentlemen who were present,
and that was highly complimentary to the composition
and delivery of the same.

" The exercises were concluded by a short discourse
from the Eev. Mr. Allen, and the procession moved
off to partake of an entertainment prepared for the
occasion. The thing was got up in good order, and
passed off remarkably well. The conduct of the
emancipated race was exemplary throughout, and if
their future enjoyment of freedom be tinctured with
the prudence that characterised their celebration of its
attainment, the country will have no reason to mourn,
the philanthropy that set them free."

Thus ended our first public celebration of our own
and our country's freedom. All conducted themselves
with the strictest propriety and decorum, retiring to
their homes soberly and in proper season.d seats were erected, for the speakers and audience.
